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[AUDIO BEGINS] 

You’re listening to the Traverse Theatre’s Breakfast Plays: New Tracks, a series of powerful 
new podcast plays, fresh from some of Scotland’s most exciLng new creaLve voices. 
  
The Breakfast Plays are a key element of the Traverse’s talent development acLviLes, and a 
mainstay of our celebrated Edinburgh FesLval programme. They’re usually performed at 
9am in the morning throughout August, with the audience enjoying a breakfast roll and cup 
of tea whilst watching – hence the name!  

Over the last four months the Traverse’s arLsLc team have worked with five writers to 
develop new stories for this series of Breakfast Plays, which were each rehearsed and 
recorded remotely over the span of two days. 

You’re listening to Doomsdays by Conor O’Loughlin.	

1. 

2012. 

SENGA. Do you remember where you were when the world didn’t end? 

The sad truth is, you probably don’t. Or at least, it won’t be for that reason. 

You might recall the exoLc thrill of turning over a new Millennium. The advent of 

those novelty glasses with the ohs for eyes. WaiLng forever for texts to trickle 

through on your Nokia 3210. 

Then at some point, smack in the middle of your New Year’s Day clean-up, you’ll 

have said: oh yeah. That whole Y2K business. Never came to anything, did it? 

No planes fell from the sky. No monitors exploded. Our digital watches didn’t 

devour our wrists.  
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HasLly-devised computer code taught calendars not to regurgitate themselves 

and the world simply carried on. A false alarm. 

But it was enough. Enough for me to catch the Bug, if you will. Enough to make 

me quesLon the disregard – the disrespect – levelled at those who dare to speak 

about what may come. 

Why should we trust blinkered history books over so-called ‘unofficial’ sources? 

Especially those with one eye on the future. 

And that’s what set me on this road. A road that, some twelve years later, has 

finally reached its desLnaLon. 

It took a lot of hard graj. Soul-searching. Stargazing. 

You don’t get too many blessed with the Sight, our part of the world. 

Don’t know why. All those wide-open skies. Like a window into the fabric, the 

seams of the universe. 

But it’s all been worth it, my wee ones, to arrive at this defining moment. A true 

existenLal reckoning. 

One that predates civilisaLon itself. One that cannot be solved with binary code 

because it has no place for zero and is so much greater than one. 

You’re sure to have heard it called many names: Apocalypse. Rapture. Doomsday. 

First foretold by the Maya. The I Ching. The Dresden Codex. PrimiLve taloos on 

stone, prophecies hidden in plain sight. 
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All congregaLng on the same date: 

Two-one. One-two. One-two. 21st December, 2012. 

And as this endpoint draws ever nearer, our ranks here at The Homestead 

conLnue to grow. More and more believers seeking sanctuary in our communal 

community. Striving to see beyond. To… Transcend. 

So I say, let it rain fire and brimstone! 

We will not be scorched. 

Rather, we stand ready to welcome the End. Embrace it. Declare it our 

houseguest. Our old friend. Our long-lost blood relaLve. 

Tell it, oh, we’ve been waiLng for you. 

And then ask it: 

What’s next? 
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2. 

2021. 

SENGA. (To herself.) Let’s see... Lights on? Check. Air freshened? Check. HeaLng? 

 She flips through some pages in a ring binder. 

 (To herself.) Gas? No. Electric? Nooo. 

 She flips through more pages. 

 (To herself.) Wood pellets. Fucking… wood pellets? Alright. Alright, I can work with 

that. It adds an olde-worlde… charm? RusLc… delight? 

 The doorbell rings. 

 (To herself.) Aaand showLme. 

 SENGA answers the door. 

This transcript has been made available for access purposes only. All rights remain with the author. 

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is a Limited Company (Registered Number SC076037) and a ScoXsh Charity (Registered 
Number SC002368) with its Registered Office at 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 2ED.



FOR REFERENCE ONLY

TRAVERSE THEATRE – BREAKFAST PLAYS: NEW TRACKS                                                                               
AUDIO TRANSCRIPT 

Doomsdays by Conor O’Loughlin
  

 Hellooo! You must be the Smiths? Mr and Mrs, that is, not Moz and Co. Aha-ha. 

Come in, come in! Out of the dreich. You found the place okay? 

FELIX. (Muffled.) We did. Felt just like coming home. 

SENGA. Well, that’s what you want, isn’t it? In case, one day, it is. On that note, let me 

pass. On. Some. Literature. Including my business card – if you do decide to go 

ahead with the purchase, I’d really appreciate you maintaining that conLnuity. 

FAYE. (Muffled.) Our pleasure. 

SENGA. So. First impressions? 

FELIX. (Muffled.) Of? 

SENGA. …The house. Very bijou, don’t you think? Good bones, as they say. And a great 

catchment. Right at the epicentre of several highly sought-ajer… Sorry, can I take 

your coats? You’re all hoods and scarves. Makes me feel like the world’s worst 

hostess. 
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FELIX. (Muffled.) Wee bit chilly, is all. 

SENGA. Aye, sorry about that. I was about to put the boiler going when yous – It’s, ehm, a 

pellet burner, actually. External silo, special storage room, the lot. SLll, all part of 

its rusLc charm, aha-ha. And I believe you’d said on the quesLonnaire that 

sustainability was ‘quite’ important to you, so… 

FAYE. (Muffled.) That’s right. 

SENGA. Great. Let me fire that up, then. Get us nice and toasty. 

FAYE. (Muffled.) Before you go? 

SENGA. Yes? 

FAYE. (Muffled.) Sorry to even ask, but – Any chance I could borrow your phone? All that 

Google Maps-ing drained my balery. And hubby here’s been off-grid for years. 

Just need to quickly check in with the siler. 
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SENGA. Ehm. Of course. There we are. Be right back. 

 SENGA goes.  

FELIX and FAYE remove the coverings from their faces. 

FELIX. Sustainability? ‘Quite’ important? Really? 

FAYE. There wasnae a box for ‘let the whole thing burn’. And I don’t mean wood pellets. 

FELIX. It’s definitely her, right? Been nearly a decade, the mind can play tricks. 

FAYE. Hundred percent. I’d recognise that dabbed-on charm anywhere. Just this energy 

she gives off. Supercilious. Super-serious. And she’s a Cancer. 

FELIX. What, like, on society? 

FAYE. …Star sign. 

FELIX. Oh. Right. Didn’t they change all those? 
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FAYE. Did they? When? 

FELIX. Last year, someLme? Yeah, Summer 2020. The stars realigned. 

FAYE. Twinkly pricks. 

FELIX. Quick, sweetpea, the phone. Before she comes back. 

The crunch of glass and plasCc as FAYE steps on the device. 

FAYE. Hi-yah! Should we make sure the door’s locked? So no-one can – 

FELIX. You’ve gola give it more welly. It’s an older generaLon. Made of sterner stuff. 

Needs a stomp. (He does so.) Or a kick. (He does so.) 

FAYE. This seems more of a ‘you’ thing, babe. Working through some anger and that. 

FELIX. Don’t be daj. I’m a Libran. Pure balanced. 

FAYE. Thought you said they changed ’em? 
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FELIX. Well, there you go. That proves it.  I don’t think she knew us, do you? Or she’s 

pretending not to. 

FAYE. Naw, she was only ever good at faking the big picture. Not the snapshots. Mind 

how she was always real cagey ’round drawing up the raLons rota? When her 

preachers’ pets just so happened to get pick of the – 

SENGA. (From a distance.) Got there in the end! 

FELIX. Aaand showLme. 

SENGA. (From a distance.) That’s the thing about ‘rusLc’, helps you put in a good workout. 

Bigger the effort, bigger the reward. It’s even part of that Burns poem, I think – 

the haggis one? ‘His knife see rusLc labour dight… Something, something, entrails 

bright… And then, oh, what a glorious – ’ 

 She is back in the room. 

SENGA. ‘Sight.’ 
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FELIX. Hello, Senga. 

SENGA. …Felix? 

FELIX. Though it’s not Senga anymore, is it? What’s the literature say, baby? 

FAYE. ‘Contact Agnes dot Agnew at HomeSweetHomestead dot co dot u-k. For all your 

househunLng needs.’ 

SENGA. Faye. Faye, what’re you guys doing – 

FELIX. Home. Sweet. Homestead? Now there’s an interesLng choice of name. It’s your 

company, I take it? 

SENGA. Me and my husb– Yes. 

FAYE. Aww. Family business. How sweet. 
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SENGA. Is that…? 

FELIX. Your phone? Aye. Rolen luck, that. Such clumsy hands. And feet. 

SENGA. I’m guessing there’s no siler, then. 

FAYE. Well, duh. No Mr and Mrs either, in case you were wondering. Marriage is a 

societal trap, and we refuse to be its lemmings. (Beat.) Oh, but – Congrats, and all. 

FELIX. A commanding force, is he? Your fella. Didn’t just persuade you to take his 

surname, but a whole new idenLty! But no, I like it. Agnes Agnew. Good. Strong. 

Angular. Anglican. Like a superhero’s real name. 

FAYE. And hey, why stop there? What’s wrong with… Wonder Wifey! 

FELIX. Good one. Captain Planet Ender? 

FAYE. The Incredible Bullshiler – 

SENGA. Agnes is what I went by at school. Ten year olds don’t do great with the likes of 
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‘Senga’, so we just flipped it ’round. Hoped for the best. 

FELIX. Then by the Lme our paths crossed… 

SENGA. I’d stopped being embarrassed by myself. 

FAYE. And now you’re ‘embarrassed’ again? 

SENGA. I’m not hiding who I was. That part of my life. I just needed to… draw a line. Fresh 

start. 

FELIX. Ahh, I see. You’re not hiding it. You’re just… in hiding? 

  

 Beat. 

SENGA. Honestly? Yeah, some part of me has spent the last nine years looking over my 

shoulder. WaiLng for the moment some journalist or whoever would show up 

and… I don’t know. Play a video. Read me out a tesLmony. Bring it all crashing 

down. But it never happened. 
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FELIX. UnLl now. 

SENGA. No. UnLl now. (Beat.) What exactly is it yous want from me? 

FELIX. Can’t you tell, Prophet? We’ve got unfinished business. 

FAYE. So we’ve come to finish it. 

SENGA aIempts to make a run for the door. 

FELIX. Grab her, angel! 

SENGA slips and falls, landing heavily on the floor. 

FAYE. Nae need. She’s down. 

FELIX. Ouch! Tripping over the remains of your own phone. I suppose that about counts 

as the twenty-first century version of falling on your sword, eh? 

FAYE. Can you stand? 
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 SENGA groans. 

FELIX. Might want to make a note of that in the home report: hardwood flooring plus 

smashed electronics plus high heels equals one lethal combinaLon. 

FAYE. She’s fine. You’re fine, ain’t ya? 

FELIX. Silly sausage. GeXng all worked up with nowhere to go. Come on, let’s have a 

seat. Much to discuss. Catch up on. And that upholstery looks divine! The fabric. 

The seams. 

 FAYE helps SENGA into an armchair. 

FAYE. There. Put your feet up, hen. 

SENGA. You’ve no – 

FELIX. What’s that? 
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SENGA. Right. You have no right to – to intrude on my life like this. 

FAYE. We made an appointment, didn’t we? 

SENGA. Under false pretences! How did you even – 

FELIX. Got sent a sign. Actual and figuraLve. 

FAYE. We saw your face. 

FELIX. Now I’m a believer. As is everyone in this room, of course. Or certainly used to be. 

(Beat.) It was a fluke. Or maybe not. Maybe fate just always seems like a fluke at 

the Lme. Maler of fact, we’d more or less given up hope of ever finding you. 

FAYE. And boy, did we try. For years, we tried. Trundled our trusty wee camper van 

down the highways, byways, Highlands, Lowlands, everything in be-fucking-tween 

– 

FELIX. We reckoned you’d stayed in Scotland – loved your sunsets too much – but as for 

the parLculars… 
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FAYE. Now it makes sense, though. If you can sell an Apocalypse, you can sell a house.  

 And believe it or not, we’re genuinely in the market to buy. Leave the hobo life 

behind once and for all. Not saying it was a decision based enCrely ’round access 

to hot water, but… 

FELIX. Said we’d cash in our Bitcoin. Re-enter the capitalist regime.  

FAYE. So we nabbed ourselves a load of brochures and lo and behold, third one we pick 

up features your face on the inside cover. What are the chances? 

FELIX. Then it was just a case of picking our spot – more secluded the beler – and asking 

to be shown ’round by your good self. And here we are. Old pals, together again. 

SENGA. Alright, so you just want to… view the house? Most first-Lme buyers manage that 

without balering the estate agent, y’know. 

FAYE. Keep up, Sengz. Got ourselves a new mission now. Plus, this place seems to only 

barely have running water, nevermind hot. 
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SENGA. Look, I don’t know what your grand plan is here. But my husband knows where I 

am. I – I have people in my life now, people who care about me. Whatever 

happens… There’s no going back for you either. 

FELIX. So, what? It’s the end of the world as we know it? Aye, we’ll take those odds. In 

fact, there was a Lme you made it sound like quite the bargain. 

SENGA. Is that what you’re ajer? Some sort of apology? For who I was back then. ’Cause 

you can have it. There, I give it to you. Gladly – 

FAYE. ‘Back then’, she says. 

SENGA. Huh? 

FAYE. ‘Who I was back then’. Does that mean you’re not her now? 

SENGA. Not at the same… frequency. Wavelength. 

FAYE. Then it doesn’t mean anything. If you’re not the same person. How can you 

apologise for her acLons? 
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SENGA. I am the same person. That… version led me to the version siXng here – 

FELIX. And what a cheap imitaLon knock-off it is. You used to be… visionary. Pure sky and 

thunder. Look at you now, Prophet. Hobbled. DomesLcated. Earthbound. 

SENGA. Well, exactly. So what possible use am I to you anymore? 

FAYE. Nail. On. Head, hen. What possible use are you to anyone? 

SENGA. I just mean, I’m not exactly best placed to help you move past the… past. But if 

yous are feeling the need to – to talk through our Lme together, I know some very 

good professionals I can recommend. 

FAYE. You’re the only one we want to talk to, Sengz. 

SENGA. Why? I’m not… qualified. 

FAYE. That never seemed to stop you before. 
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SENGA. And I’m biased. Compromised. I’m too involved – 

FELIX. Really? Seems to me our not having seen you, or heard from you, or even known 

if you were sLll alive for nine years would point to a disLnct lack of involvement. 

How’s that for ‘maintaining the conLnuity’? (Beat.) That’s not all, though. Do you 

remember where you were? What you said? When the world didn’t end. 

3. 

2012. 

SENGA.  This isn’t a speech I expected to have to make. Don’t even have anything prepared, 

really. So I’ll just talk from the heart. 

 It’s a… setback. No doubt. 

 There’ll be Lme enough for finger-poinLng later. Or maybe there won’t. Hopefully 

there won’t. Hopefully we were off by a maler of mere minutes, hours, days, and 

our prize will yet come. 

 And, I suppose, it’s possible it never will. 

 You may be quesLoning me – I don’t blame you. 

 You may be quesLoning yourself – I don’t blame you for that either. 

But I have no doubt there’s sLll that same primal belief burning deep within you 
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all. 

 The problem is with everyone else. You saw the collecLve response, once word  

 got out. Like the Millennium all over again. Lille more than a cosmic joke. 

 And I can’t help but think the fates may have resisted. Passed over their intended 

target. 

 Perhaps they couldn’t even work out who was most worthy of being saved, amidst 

all that noise. The first would-be Apocalypse to get live-tweeted. 

 Perhaps the onus is once again on us to gather more converts to our cause, unLl 

such Lme as we outnumber the non-believers. 

 So what should we do? To boost our chances of a second chance? 

 We must carry the flame just a lille longer. 

 Live our lives as faithfully as we can on this borrowed Lme. 

 For don’t forget what awaits us, on the other side of this. 

 The ulLmate reward. An affirmaLon of faith. 

 And when the moment is right, my wee ones, when my Sight has shown me the 

way, I promise you I shall gather our mighty commune together once more. On 

this very spot. So that we may be saved. 

 …Why don’t we all just take a breath? Make manifest our desLny. 

 Look to the skies. Find your lodestar. The celesLal body you will occupy once you 

finally Transcend. 
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 Now, shut your eyes.  

 Picture yourself, soaring high above all of this. 

  

 Above the Standing Stones and the trees and the fields and the moonlight. 

 Soaring, soaring, ever higher sLll. 

 On course to your personal homestead, eagerly awaiLng your return. 

 Do you know the meaning of Disaster? Dis-aster. Nothing more or less than a bad 

star. 

 We might well think of tonight as a disaster. A parLcularly bad star hovering in our 

firmament. 

But remember what I say: through this experience our faith will be tested and, 

ulLmately, rewarded.  

Yes, even the worst star can bring good Ldings for some. 

For those who believe. 
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4. 

2021. 

FAYE. Fee! We said I was gonna do that line. 

FELIX. What line? 

FAYE. ‘Do you remember where you were when the world didn’t end?’ It’s, like, her big 

line. Perfect for taunLng. You always do this! 

FELIX. I don’t always do anything. 

FAYE. You never let anyone else get a look-in. 

FELIX. I never never do anything, either. I was born mercurial, me. 

FAYE. Well, I wish you hadn’t been. Born. 

FELIX. And I wish we’d never met. 
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FAYE. I wish I’d lej you long ago. 

FELIX. I wish the world had ended when it should. 

FAYE. …Me too. 

FELIX. We never got our chance to Transcend. 

FAYE. Aye. Stuck dancing ’round Standing Stones like our idiot forefathers. And mothers. 

FELIX. Oh, that part, I didn’t mind. I’d have foxtroled you right into the abyss. 

FAYE. Yeah? I’d have waltzed on your grave. 

FELIX. I’d have tap-danced on yours first. 

FAYE. I’d have done a pirouele in your eye socket. I’d have sung into your hollow mouth 

and used your ribs as a xylophone, like in the cartoons. And I sLll might, yet. 
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SENGA. …You guys know I’m sLll here, right? 

FELIX. Don’t worry, Prophet. Not for long. Not that any of us have all that long. I mean, 

there’s no denying the prognosis, is there? If there ever was. Maybe it was just a 

murmur before, but it’s swelled to deafening. A fact. ObjecLve. Cold. Empirical. 

This world of ours is on the ropes. Blow ajer blow. Heap upon heap. A losing 

streak, for just about everyone. Just about. And so we watched as things got 

worse. And worse. And we waited. And waited. And no summons ever came. We 

kept saying to each other, didn’t we, babe? Surely now the Lme’s upon us. Surely 

this is the final indignity. But nae such luck. 

FAYE. Which begs the quesLon: did you really think you could run from us forever, hen? 

SENGA. I wasn’t running. If anything, it sounds like you guys were. (Beat.) And okay, I 

admit it: I sold more than I bought. But I did buy some of it. This wasn’t just 

limited to our wee corner of the sky – hundreds believed it, maybe thousands. 

Enough to toss up a wave. And I rode it, same as you did. That’s where I was at, in 

my life. How willing I was for it to be true. So when midnight struck on the 22nd 

and we were all sLll here, I was guled too. Held out for whatever hope I could 

think of. Tried to pass that hope on to yous as well. But when all’s said and done, 

it. Didn’t. End. What choice had I but to go on living? 

FAYE. Well, I’m glad flipping these draughty houses saLsfies some itch in you. Even if it’s 
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not quite as noble a calling. 

SENGA. I’m sorry if the years haven’t been kind to you, Faye. I am, I’m sorry. But I’ve 

worked hard at this lille life I’ve built for myself. Rebuilt for myself. And there’s no 

reason you can’t have the exact same thi– 

FAYE. Easy for you to say. You hit your lowest point and from there, your life only got 

rosier. No wonder you think everyone else’s did too. 

SENGA. You don’t think that’s weighed on me? The sense of… responsibility. For what I put 

out in the world. For what came back. SLll, sounds like you’re doing okay for 

money, at least. Didn’t even have to work for it – 

FAYE. Money’s only part of it. Not a small one, but not the biggest. It’s about… 

assimilaLon, ain’t it? The reality is, folk like us? We tend to get forgolen by this 

hellscape as it ralles out its death throes, then buried by it altogether once it 

outlives us. 

SENGA. Y’know, whenever I’d think of The Homestead in the years since – and believe me, 

I did – and where you all might’ve ended up, I never worried that much about you 

two. In fact, I can sLll remember the day yous joined. We’d only really chaled on 

the Facebook group before – 
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FELIX. Ah, Facebook. The follies of youth. 

SENGA. Then suddenly, there you were. SeXng up camp. True originals. Like Adam and 

Eve in an RV. You just needed direcLon. From someone less lost than I was. That 

said, you can hardly blame me for everything that’s happened to you over the last 

nine – 

FAYE. You’re the reason we started it out scunnered. We gave it all up for you. The 

Homestead Promises. No being friends with non-believers. No family, full-stop: 

this planet doesn’t need any more of us. No possessions that cannae be shared – 

SENGA. I followed the Promises too! I wrote the Promises! 

FAYE. Yeah, way back then. Look at you now! With your swanky job and high-flying 

hubby and fancy designer heels. And how long did it take you to slip back into 

your old way of life, eh? Fee’s the one who’s kept the flag flying ever since. Made 

pilgrimage ajer pilgrimage. Started combing through his texts again. Looking for 

something, anything, that might’ve slipped through the cracks. A missing link.  

FELIX. Takes fucking ages, too. That wasnae a lie earlier, I am off-grid. Snowden, Deep 

State, all that. 
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SENGA. And yet you’re able to use Bitcoin. 

FELIX. That’s about as off-grid as it gets. 

FAYE. Been our safety net, too. It’s only in the last wee while we’ve been able to slow 

down. Think what a future might look like that we get to set the terms for. And 

then, of course, even that gets shalered by the arrival of your oh-so-punchable 

face. (To FELIX.) I’m going to the van, babe. I’ll bring in the… supplies. 

FELIX. Thank you, angel. 

 FAYE goes. 

SENGA. What ‘supplies’? 

FELIX. Like I said. Unfinished business. Made ourselves a wee iLnerary. (Beat.) I suppose 

we should thank you, really. For your inauguraLon into the sprawling network of 

our naLon’s Standing Stones. Hill forts. Cairns. Lej us with a very thorough 

working knowledge of various tailor-made burial sites. 
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 A silence. 

SENGA. Felix. Felix. That’s – You must know that’s… Well, there’s about a million fucking 

ways to describe it, but first and foremost it’s not… proporLonate! 

FELIX. What can I say, my baby doesn’t let go of things easily. And I don’t let go of her 

any easier. We’re our own wee Homestead. (Beat.) I never did bother finding out 

how everyone else came by the commune. For me, though, it was all off the back 

of my own research. It was like I’d discovered some brand new yet somehow 

ancient melody. Started searching for any music that chimed with the sounds in 

my head. We went along to hear you speak and suddenly it all just… resonated. I 

really thought you were the real deal. And then, the sky never fell. The notes rang 

flat. The words proved false. 

SENGA. SLngs, doesn’t it? Even more so when they’ve come out your own mouth. Ends up 

changing you. When you take on the universe and the universe wins. Makes you 

feel… smaller. 

FELIX. Maybe you’re not smaller. Maybe the world just seems bigger. Mair room. 

SENGA. …How d’you mean? 
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FELIX. You said it yourself. There were hunners of believers. Thousands. Cannae have 

that much smoke without some kind of fire. Stands to reason, other communes 

must’ve been luckier than we were. Had a Sightseer who saw that bit further. But 

of course, it would all have been hushed up – 

SENGA. Are you… I’m sorry, are you suggesLng we didn’t Transcend because I didn’t… 

want it enough? 

FELIX. Only explanaLon that fits. AffirmaLon of faith, right? And it’s certainly not down 

to me. This wasnae some passing fancy. Even if it was for you. 

 FAYE re-enters. 

FAYE. What’ve I missed? 

FELIX. Just a spot of reminiscing. And looking forward. Filled the Prophet in on our plans 

for her. 

FAYE. There goes the element of surprise. If one can surprise a Prophet. 
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FELIX. She won’t be geXng away any Lme soon. Nae harm, nae foul. Well, bila harm. 

Bila foul. 

FAYE. Don’t worry, hen. We’ll give you a nice send-off. Take you out somewhere under 

the stars – you like the stars – and naler on about Gaia or whoever the fuck – 

SENGA. We’re like the stars. 

FAYE. I can take ’em or leave ’em, to be honest. 

SENGA. No. We are like the stars. 

FAYE. …Ya lost me. 

 SENGA staggers to her feet. 

SENGA. You were right, Felix. My faith is what let us down. I know now what I’ve been 

missing, and it’s your passion. Your convicLon. It’s fuelling all those buried 

impulses I’ve pushed deep down. Yes, I can – I can sense it. My Sight, it’s… It’s 
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returning. 

5. 

2021. 

SENGA.  Yes we’re like the stars 

 now more than ever 

 for just as they give off light 

 light that takes so long to reach us 

 they may in fact be dead by the Lme it arrives 

 we too sLll show signs of life 

 long past was ever meant to be the case 

 but that doesn’t mean we’ve missed the End 

 just that we failed to sync cosmic watches 

 and it’s all about the date 

 was always about the date 

 not the doomsdate, exactly 

 the starLng one 

 because the quesLon is 
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 has always been 

 outside Lme, without extension  

  

 when did our current cycle of CreaLon begin 

 so we can predict when it will end 

 and for that we must consider those points where 

 the Long Count gets grajed onto our calendar 

 using as touchstones 

 mankind’s cataclysms 

 and I got it wrong 

 we all know I got it wrong 

 I was the stone in my own shoe 

 the fly in my whatever 

 and isn’t that the faultline along all beliefs 

 centring yourself in a system far bigger than you 

 I took my awakening as the beginning of the End 

 but the End was already well underway 

 and I but a hanger-on 

 and perhaps if I hadn’t been so selfish 
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 I could have read the runes with open eyes, not closed 

 and as I conjure them anew  

 in the periphery of my Sight 

  

 with fresh humility 

 make the necessary adjustments to the figures 

 remove myself from the equaLon 

I find myself lej with: 

Two-one. One-two. Two-one. 21st December, 2021. Three days’ Lme. 

That’s all it was, in the end. A simple… miscalculaLon. 

She collapses back into the chair. 

6. 

2021. 

FAYE. …Wow. And you seriously expect us to swallow that, do you? 

FELIX. Wait, baby. 
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FAYE. No, Fee, this Lme she’s plain insulLng our – 

FELIX. Sweetpea! There is – there is this one theory… 

FAYE. Oh, angel. No – 

FELIX. Based off an oversight. Something everyone always forgets. How there was a gap 

of fijy-two years between the second and third CreaLons – described as the Fijy-

Two Year Flood. Likely coinciding with our pal Noah. 

FAYE. You did not just bring Noah into this – 

SENGA. Let him speak. 

FELIX. But of course, to the Maya, that represents destrucLon, not CreaLon. Meaning 

they don’t start their Count back up ’Ll the flood’s all over. While us Gregorians 

retrofiled ours and didn’t bother making any such adjustments. Who knows what 

impact that could’ve had? I uncovered it myself, way back. I just couldn’t find a 

way to… bridge it all together. 
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FAYE. And this is it? 

SENGA. It must be! A clerical error, lost to anLquity. Builds up over the aeons and leaves us 

with – 

FELIX. Same date. Different year. Out by nine. 

FAYE. Fee, I really think we should slow down here and – 

FELIX. You’re kidding, right? Three days! That doesn’t leave us anywhere near enough 

Lme. 

FAYE. Time for what? 

FELIX. Well, we need to head back to the site, don’t we? The Standing Stones. 

SENGA. He’s right. That’s where we’ll need to be, in order to Transcend.  

FAYE. Isn’t that convenient. 
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SENGA. We’d beler get going. We can each take our own cars – we’ll want the headlights 

out there. Those rural nights get proper pitch black. 

FAYE. Might I remind you, you’re injured, hen. If we’re doing this… You can go with Fee.  

 I’ll follow behind in yours. 

SENGA. …Fine. 

FELIX. And the big difference is, this Lme, no-one else’ll even know – 

SENGA. Oh, hang on. I need to switch off the boiler. 

FAYE. I can do that. 

FELIX. It’s not gonna trend. No scoffing, no sneering, no scienLfic superiority –  

SENGA. It’s a bit… intricate. Have to go in through the pellet store – 

FAYE. I’m sure I can work it out. 
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FELIX. Just their obliviousness against our enlightenment – 

SENGA. Suit yourself. Garage-type space, beside the paLo. Smells like an IKEA. 

FELIX. We hold the key to its demise and the world’s none the wiser. 

FAYE. Oh, good point, babe. (To SENGA.) Keys. 

SENGA. What? 

FAYE. If I’m the one locking up, I’ll need the keys. 

SENGA hands FAYE the house keys. 

FELIX. I’ll start the van. 

FAYE. You sure about this, Fee? 
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FELIX. Aye, sweetpea. First Lme in nine years, I’m actually convinced of something 

tangible. Could dive in and bathe in it. 

FAYE. Alright, then. See you two at the Stones, I supp– 

SENGA’s phone plays a marimba ringtone. 

FELIX. It… lives? 

FAYE. No, ya dajie. She must’ve given us her work phone. That’ll be her personal. (To 

SENGA.) Go on. Beler answer. 

SENGA. Oh, no, that’s alright. We’re right in the middle of – 

FAYE. Whoever it is, this could be your grand goodbye, right? We wouldn’t want to stand 

in the way of that. 

SENGA answers her phone. 
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SENGA. Hi, love. 

 Aye, almost done. I’ll just be a wee bit longer. 

 That’s right, arse end of nowhere. 

 No! No, don’t put –  

 Hiii. 

  

 How was your day? 

 Wow, all by yourself? Well done. 

 Listen – 

 Listen, Mummy can’t talk just now. 

 Wish I could. 

 Yes, me too. 

 I really, really wish I – 

 Okay. 

 Okay, I’ll see you soon. 

 Love you. 

She hangs up. 

A silence. 
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FAYE. Boy? Or girl? 

SENGA. …Boy. 

FELIX. Hold on – 

FAYE. What d’you call him? 

SENGA. Malcolm. What does it maler? 

FAYE. No. Not ‘what’s his name’. What do you call him? Your. Wee. One. 

SENGA. Oh. No, not… that. 

FAYE. Tainted, is it?  

FELIX. You’ve got… a lille man? 
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FAYE. Aye. Sengz raised herself a family. Doesn’t sound too in line with our Promises, 

does it, Fee? 

SENGA. And you’ve suddenly fancied yourselves as homeowners. Times have changed, 

and so have we. 

FAYE. Everyone needs somewhere to kip. Cook. Chill. It’s a prely closed loop. But  

  

 hatching a sprog while also believing the End Times are barrelling our way? Now 

that seems a bit hypocriLcal, if you ask me. Sociopathic, even. 

FELIX. She’s been lying to us. 

FAYE. That’s right, honey. This whole Lme. 

FELIX. ’12. ’21. You just flipped it ’round. Hoped for the best. Like with your name. 

FAYE. I knew it. Knew if we just gave her enough rope – 

FELIX. That’s a good shout. Let’s strangle her where she sits. 
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SENGA. No – 

FAYE. No! 

FELIX. No? C’mon, sweetpea. It was on the agenda anyway. And believe me, I am ready – 

FAYE. Fee. You know you’re my rock, babe. And most of the Lme, it’s a good type of 

rock. Like the candy. Or a shiny pebble you just wanna show all your pals. If I had 

pals. But then every so ojen, you transmogrify into this, like, huge fucking boulder 

and just start dragging me down to the bolom of a well or the sea or the Grand 

fucking Canyon, ya know? 

FELIX. …Can we go back to the xylophone ribs? Somehow seemed less personal. 

FAYE. What I’m saying is, I feel I’ve been very clear on this point. I want a future that we 

get to plan. Not dusty old books. Not blurry photographs of stone carvings. Us. 

We’ve tried life your way, now it’s my turn. And somehow, I don’t see how us 

being on the run for murder Les in too well with that vision.  
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FELIX. But – It was your fucking plan! 

FAYE. This was my plan. Expose her – to you, most importantly – for the fraud she is. 

That’s all this was ever about. 

SENGA. It was? 

FELIX. It was? 

FAYE. Got us there, didn’t it? In the end. And now we can get on with our lives, baby. No 

more wondering when the call might come through. No more looking out for her 

’round every. Fucking. Street corner. Finally. Our chance to start over. 

FELIX. But I don’t want to start over. I want to see it through. 

FAYE. Felix. Don’t you see? We just did. What will it take for you to give up on this? 

FELIX. …Transcendence. 
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FAYE. I don’t think that’s a real thing, angel. There’s just flesh. And blood. And mess. 

 A silence. 

SENGA. Sorry, does that mean… you’re leXng me go? 

FELIX. (To FAYE.) Wait, you don’t think – You don’t think what we’ve been chasing – 

FAYE. You’ve been chasing. 

FELIX. We’ve been chasing. For over ten years. You don’t think it’s… So was it all bullshit? 

Was any of it real?  Did you even believe it back in The Homestead? 

FAYE. I believed in you. That was enough for me. 

FELIX. Keys, Faye. I’ve heard enough. 

FAYE. Come on, babe. What happened to us against the world, eh? 

FELIX. You switched sides. 
This transcript has been made available for access purposes only. All rights remain with the author. 

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is a Limited Company (Registered Number SC076037) and a ScoXsh Charity (Registered 
Number SC002368) with its Registered Office at 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 2ED.



FOR REFERENCE ONLY

TRAVERSE THEATRE – BREAKFAST PLAYS: NEW TRACKS                                                                               
AUDIO TRANSCRIPT 

Doomsdays by Conor O’Loughlin

 FELIX takes his own car keys – and the house keys. 

SENGA. I’m sorry, Felix. I just needed to buy some Lme. Always either got too much, or not 

enough. 

FELIX. I’d have waited out the three days, and all. Not like we had anything to lose. 

FELIX goes. 

A silence. 

FAYE. Nowt else lej in your bag of tricks, then? 

SENGA. I could ask the same of you. 

FAYE. Aye, I suppose this has to be what passes for a truce. If we fought on different 

sides and sLll both lost. 

SENGA. I don’t know that we fared much beler, even on the same side. (Beat.) It really 

was for the best, Faye. That we all went our separate ways back then. Alachments 
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like that burn bright. And swij. And they’re intense. And unhealthy. Of course I 

built a distance – as much for your benefit as mine. But I should’ve thought… I 

should’ve known it would take a toll on him. 

FAYE.  I’m to blame too, then. Had nine years to nip it in the bud. But it did make a 

difference. Served a purpose. As long as he held on to that hope – 

SENGA. I’m not sure I’d call it ‘hope’. 

FAYE. No. I don’t suppose I would either. 

SENGA. It was just… an unhappy woman. And a credulous flock. 

FAYE. Let me guess. ‘Hurt people hurt people’? 

SENGA. If you like. Listen. Faye. I just want you to know that, as a courtesy – given our… 

shared history – I’m not going to tell the police about this. But you mustn’t ever 

contact me again. Okay? And you’re to leave my family out of it too. Whatever 

responsibility I might’ve once had to you, to The Homestead, that’s transferred to 

them now. Faye? Please. I need to hear you say it. And in return, y’know, maybe… 

Maybe I can magic you up somewhere to stay. Just temporarily, while you get 
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yourself sorted. Hot water guarant– 

  

 SENGA sniffs. 

SENGA. Do you smell… smoke? 

 FAYE hurries over to one corner of the room. 

FAYE. Shit! It’s gone. 

SENGA. What is? 

FAYE. The petrol. Brought it in from the van earlier. We were gonna make out we’d torch 

the place ajer we were done with you. Stop anyone looking for – 

SENGA. Thanks, I get it. 

FAYE. I wasnae actually going to go through with it. Whole idea was to get you ralled. 

Then exploit that fear. Prompt a confession. Seemed suitably… karmic. But forgive 
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me if I got a lille distracted by Fee’s emergency Armageddon planning. 

SENGA. Which should’ve been the first sign he’s perfectly capable of – 

FAYE. Fee’s just… sensiLve. SomeLmes needs a counterbalance. I can handle him. 

  

SENGA. Clearly not – 

FELIX has returned. 

FELIX. So let it rain fire and brimstone! 

FAYE. Sweetpea? 

FELIX. How do we know the End hasn’t been waiLng all this Lme for us to make the first 

move?  

SENGA Felix, what did you do? 
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FELIX. Some sort of signal. Our readiness to die. Our willingness to be saved – 

FAYE. Sweetpea – 

SENGA. What the fuck did you do? 

FELIX.  I set the pellet store on fire.  

SENGA. You – 

FAYE. Sweetpea honey angel baby sugar darling – 

SENGA. You – You’re going to kill us all! 

FELIX. Five minutes ago, that’s what you said you wanted. 

 FAYE tries the front door. 

This transcript has been made available for access purposes only. All rights remain with the author. 

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is a Limited Company (Registered Number SC076037) and a ScoXsh Charity (Registered 
Number SC002368) with its Registered Office at 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 2ED.



FOR REFERENCE ONLY

TRAVERSE THEATRE – BREAKFAST PLAYS: NEW TRACKS                                                                               
AUDIO TRANSCRIPT 

Doomsdays by Conor O’Loughlin
FAYE. Door’s locked. 

FELIX. But it seems I’m the only one who actually believes. The only one truly commiled 

to honouring the Promises. The only one capable of having my faith affirmed. And 

now that Senga here’s proven herself – yet again – a false Prophet, who’s to say I 

don’t have the Sight? Who’s to say I don’t get to decide who’s saved and who’s 

damned? So let my first act be an act of mercy. Saving you, and your lying hearts, 

from yourselves – 

FAYE. But honey, shouldn’t you be burning us all to death out by the Standing Stones?  

 Otherwise we won’t be able to Transcend – 

SENGA. You’re really trying to reason with the psycho who just set the fucking house on 

fire? 

FAYE. Hey, you’re the one decided to go all MysLc Meg Ryan and start faking visions on 

us! 

SENGA. And you’re the one let someone who now hates us both loose with petrol on a 

metric tonne of combusCble material! 
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FAYE. Well, why don’t you tell us what happens next, Senga? Since you’re so good at 

that. 

 The fire is drawing closer. 

SENGA. …Alright. Alright, I will. 

 Felix?  

 Felix, let me tell you what’s going to happen.  

  

 Beler yet, why don’t I show you. 

 Do you remember what we used to do? Back at The Homestead?  

 ManifesLng our desLnies? 

 Go on, shut your eyes, it’s okay. 

 Can you picture yourself? 

 Can you picture what’s coming next? 

 What comes next, Felix, is: 

 you’re going to let us out of here 

 and we’re all three of us going to get in your van 

 and we’re going to drive out somewhere 
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 where we can see the length and breadth of the sky 

 and we’re going to track down your lodestar 

 that one star up there you’re fated to become 

FAYE is struggling to liU up the armchair. 

FAYE. That all sounds very therapeuLc, but how about diverLng some of those mysLcal 

energies this way? 

SENGA. But to do that, Felix, to do that 

 we’re first going to need your keys, aren’t we? 

 and the house keys too – 

FELIX. Swallowed ’em. 

SENGA. You – what? 

FELIX. What was that about the star? 
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FAYE. Senga! Could you please help me move this divinely upholstered chair! 

SENGA. Why, what’re we gonna do with… Ohh! 

 Okay, you just – you just stay like that, Felix 

 just keep on picturing it 

SENGA joins FAYE in grappling with the chair. 

FELIX. My star? 

SENGA. Ehm, yes, we’re going to 

 we’re going to follow it as far and as long as we can  

’Ll it gets swallowed by the dawn 

and even then that’s your special star, remember? 

FAYE. On three? 

SENGA. and so tomorrow night 
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FAYE. Three… 

SENGA. we’re going to pick the trail right back up 

FAYE. Two… 

SENGA. and we’re not going to stop unLl – 

FAYE. One! 

FAYE and SENGA hurl the chair through the front window. 

FELIX. And what comes next? 

Flames engulf the room. 

FELIX. What comes next? 
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The structure gives. 

The house collapses. 

Silence. 

7. 

20?? 

SENGA.  Beginning a New Beginning is easier than you’d think. 

 Just pick your point in Lme. 

 Clip away the excess odds and ends. 

 Breathe in what’s gone before and from its embers fan new life. 

  

 Past becomes prologue as we embark on the next chapter, verse, tale. 

 Then we await our audience and hope we might sustain each other unLl – 

 The End. 

Thank you for listening to Doomsdays by Conor O’Loughlin. 
  
It was directed by Debbie Hannan and performed by Robbie Jack, Helen Katamba, and Laura 
Lovemore, with sound design by Oguz Kaplangi and sound engineering by Richard Bell. 
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This year’s Breakfast Plays were generously supported by the Noel Coward FoundaLon and 
the Turtleton Charitable Trust. If you’d like to support our work with new writers year-round, 
please go to traverse.co.uk/support-us. Every donaLon makes a huge difference. 

And if you enjoyed this, there are four more plays in the series available. You can also check 
out more of our work on our website. Thanks for listening. 

[AUDIO ENDS] 
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