
FOR REFERENCE ONLY

TRAVERSE THEATRE – BREAKFAST PLAYS: NEW TRACKS                                                                               
AUDIO TRANSCRIPT 

Ma#erhorn by Amy Rhianne Milton 

Ma#erhorn 

By Amy Rhianne Milton 

Breakfast Plays: New Tracks 

Traverse FesKval 2020 

PLEASE NOTE 

This transcript has been made available for access purposes only. 

All rights remain with the author. 

This transcript has been made available for access purposes only. All rights remain with the author. 

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is a Limited Company (Registered Number SC076037) and a ScoXsh Charity (Registered Number 
SC002368) with its Registered Office at 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 2ED.



FOR REFERENCE ONLY

[AUDIO BEGINS] 

You’re listening to the Traverse Theatre’s Breakfast Plays: New Tracks, a series of powerful new 
podcast plays, fresh from some of Scotland’s most exciKng new creaKve voices. 
  
The Breakfast Plays are a key element of the Traverse’s talent development acKviKes, and a 
mainstay of our celebrated Edinburgh FesKval programme. They’re usually performed at 9am in 
the morning throughout August, with the audience enjoying a breakfast roll and cup of tea whilst 
watching – hence the name!  

Over the last four months the Traverse’s arKsKc team have worked with five writers to develop 
new stories for this series of Breakfast Plays, which were each rehearsed and recorded remotely 
over the span of two days. 

You’re listening to Ma#erhorn by Amy Rhianne Milton.	

SCENE 0 

A tall and proud Cathedral stands, encased by a rushing, relentless river. Every day, the river carries 

the drowned downstream. Within the Cathedral, and its towers, a small anxious community clings 

to life. The last of us, they bury the drowned and they watch for the lights in the dark. Safe within 

the arms of the river, inside Cathedral Kme is as it was, it moves forward. But on the far banks of 

the river, Kme will lose its hold, and all will be un-done. A single, fragile, bridge connects to the 

main land, a last chance for those with-out to be with-in. A last chance to outrun the darkness. 

Voices from the outside overlap and bounce off each other.  

A THOUSAND VOICES: 

I hear you / Is there anyone out there / Help me / I hear you / I’m right here / Hold me hold me / I 

can’t see you / stay away / I hear you / wait / I hear you / please wait / I’m not there / I hear you / 

I’m gone. You’re gone.  
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SCENE 1 

REALITY 1: On the stone slabs of the entrance to the Cathedral, on a cloudless day. The sound of the 

river close by, relentless. Body bags line one side. Casey and Morrigan are stacking bodies. They are 

wearing their dirty overalls. 

Casey: 

The burial team are grumbling again.  

Morrigan: 

Of course they are. 

Casey: 

They don’t recon they’ll have Kme to finish planKng those new crops today. 

Morrigan: 

We need those done.  

Casey: 

I know. But they can’t be two places at once. We have had a lot of bodies come in from the river 

today, everyone’s knackered.  

Morrigan: 

Who’s on burial today? 

Casey: 

Pete and his lot. 

Morrigan: 

Great. 

Casey: 

They’re not right.  
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Morrigan: 

They might be.  

Casey: 

They’re not.  

Morrigan: 

Doesn’t mager, it’s what they think. If we spent less Kme plucking these poor souls out the water, 

we’d have plenty more hands for digging and planKng. I can’t deny that. With that last crop failing, 

nobody is happy with me right now.  

Casey: 

We’re doing the right thing. Everyone’s seen the river, and even if they hadn’t seen it while they 

were sKll outside, we can’t live on this island and pretend we don’t see the bodies floaKng by. 

Morrigan: 

We can’t, I reckon Pete could.  

Casey: 

Fucking Pete.  

Morrigan: 

Aye. Grab that end.  

They pick up another body bag, this one larger than the rest. 

Casey: 

Fuck me.  

Morrigan: 

Come on.  

Casey: 
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Am trying. He’s a biggun.  

Morrigan: 

Is a bit.  

Casey: 

You not hear about the food shortage pal?  

Morrigan: 

Well now we know where it went.   

Casey: 

Don’t make me laugh I’ll drop him. Poor bastard. 

Morrigan: 

He lived a full life. 

Casey: 

All bodies are beauKful. 

Morrigan: 

Steady steady.  

They lower the body. 

Casey: 

We’re going to hell aren’t we.  

Morrigan: 

God yeah. First class.  

Casey: 

We should warn burial about that one. 
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Morrigan: 

Let Pete deal with it.  

Casey: 

What we going to do if we don’t get those new crops in? 

Morrigan: 

Best we can hope for is for some more of your lights to arrive soon. There’s some geXng close 

right? 

Casey: 

Yeah, yeah real close. One light, really bright, gets closer every night. There could be a dozen 

people round that fire. I’m sure they’ll find Cathedral soon.   

Morrigan: 

Really? God that would be great. I’ll put an extra watch at the bridge, they’ll have been outside of 

Kme so long, I don’t want them being un-done before they reach the river.   

Casey: 

Yeah, that could give us all some hope. And more will come. But, ajer we’ve done this we need to 

check in on the new lot from last month, they’re not exactly segling in.  

Morrigan: 

Christ.  

Casey: 

I know.  

Morrigan: 

How long have they been inside Kme? 

Casey: 

Three weeks.   
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Morrigan: 

What were they expecKng? A fucking resort? They should thank Cathedral and be grateful they’re 

not sKll out there. They’ve been no help since they got here. 

Casey: 

Give them Kme. They’ve no idea how long it’s really been. As far as they’re concerned the world 

was normal a few weeks ago and they’ve been trying to survive that mess of Kme out there ever 

since. Now they’re here Kme is back to normal, but the world isn’t.  

Morrigan: 

We should tell them the truth, might give them a bit of appreciaKon for what we’ve got here, 

everything we’ve built so that people like them can survive.  

Casey: 

Telling people too early just freaks them out. It’s hard enough coming to terms with the fact that 

you survived when so many people didn’t. Telling them its been so many years but their acKons 

were undone so many Kmes they can only account for a few weeks… and the kids. How do you 

explain that? 

Morrigan: 

We need to tell those kids that if you break stuff here it stays broken, it won’t just magically repair 

itself. Funny how quickly people forget that their acKons have consequences.   

Casey: 

It was only a bowl.  

Morrigan: 

It was my bowl.  

Casey: 

Kids adapt quickly. They got used to being with-out. They’ll get used to being with-in again. But 

permanence must sKll come as a bit of a shock. We can’t tell them how long it’s been yet. 
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Morrigan: 

I wouldn’t want to tell that woman she’s been pregnant for five years that’s for sure.  

Casey: 

Yeah, Jesus Christ.  

Morrigan: 

Fuck that.  

Casey: 

Absolutely. But it’s kind of a miracle really  

Morrigan: 

We cant give them much more. They’ve had three Kmes what the rest have had. If Pete and his lot 

find out there will be hell on and you know it.  

Casey: 

I don’t care. The new ones need our help. The ligle one said he can sKll hear the voices of people 

out there that they never even saw or met, that shouldn’t sKll be happening. He sKll cries about 

the Shadows they saw, those endless things. 

Morrigan: 

I know right, I know. We will help them. But we cant give them any extra and we cant keep giving 

them ours. I’m frankly fucking starving and I know you are too.  

Casey: 

I can decide what I do with my food.  

Morrigan: 

No mate, you cant. They cant be treated any different to anyone else. There’s too many people to 

feed and the crops aren’t doing well… Just, don’t worry about it. Now help me with these ones, 

cant be seen to not be pulling our weight.  
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Casey: 

This bag’s ripped.  

Morrigan: 

Is a bit. Hang fire I’ll get some tape or something.  

Casey: 

Oh god.  

Morrigan: 

Casey don't look… It’s just another bag. Poor sod.  

Casey: 

Look.  

Morrigan: 

I don’t want to look.  

Casey: 

Morrigan look. It’s my sister. My Freya.  

A THOUSAND VOICES: 

I hear you / Is there anyone out there / Help me / It’s Freya. My Freya / I hear you / I hear you /

Please wait / I’m not there / You’re back. 

The Great Bells ring and ring and ring. 

I hear you  / I can’t believe you’re back / I’m gone / I’ve missed you / You’re gone. 

SCENE 2 
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REALITY 2: 

On the balcony of the tallest tower, high and cold. The great bells ring and ring. Morrigan looks out 

at the river. Casey enters. 

(Bells ring throughout first part) 

Casey: 

What’s happening? Quick. Why are they ringing, we have to stop them. 

Morrigan: 

No. We don’t.  

Casey: 

Come on.  

Morrigan: 

Casey stop. 

Casey: 

God knows what can hear us out there.  

Morrigan: 

The Shadows can. They’ll be coming now. 

Casey: 

What are you. You can’t. Morrigan no you can’t do that, help me stop them.  

Morrigan: 

I’m sorry. But we have a plan. I think I know what to do now.  

Casey: 

A plan? Who, who has a plan.  

Morrigan: 
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She does. She knows.  

Freya: 

So that’s how long it’s been. I did wonder.  

Casey: 

No…It can’t be. Freya? My Freya?  

Freya: 

Hello Ligle Case. I missed you.  

Casey: 

You. You. I thought you were gone.  

Freya: 

I’m back now. Sorry it took so long.  

Casey: 

You’re exactly how I remember you.  

Freya: 

You’ve changed Casey. 

The last note of the bells hangs in the air.  

Casey: 

You rang the bells? How could you? Why. Dad said to never. What have you done?  

Freya: 

Dad was wrong. He was wrong about this place - 

Casey: 
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Did you find him? 

Freya: 

No. But he’s out there somewhere. All of them are out there. 

Casey: 

I don’t understand.  

Freya: 

We’re going to end it. We’re gonna make all this stop and get a whole new world to ourselves. It’s 

okay, I know its scary but I’m finally here and I can fix this. Everything will be perfect. As soon as I 

got here Morrigan confirmed everything I knew about the - (voices and the shadows) 

Casey: 

When did you get here?  

Morrigan: 

I was on first watch at the bridge. Soon as she started speaking I knew who she must be.  

Casey: 

But, I was just at the garden.  

Freya: 

And when she said you’d tracked all the lights -  

Casey: 

I was right there.  

Freya: 

Listen Case. You sKll don’t listen… The lights out there, there’s more than you could ever imagine, 

must be thousands of people un-doing in the dark but I know how to save them.  

Casey: 

No. No you’re wrong. Please you have to listen to me. 
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Morrigan: 

She’s been out there, and she found her way back. She saw the Shadows.  

Casey: 

You saw them? Properly? 

Freya: 

Yeah. Terrifying. So much deep darkness in these immense shapes. They constantly shij and 

distort. They’re what Dad was calling Mouths, they just consume everything, the earth, the air, 

reality, even Kme.  

Casey: 

How can we possibly face something like that?  

Freya: 

Because we have Cathedral.  

Morrigan: 

We’re going to trap them here on the island, they cant survive inside Kme. Cathedral will hold 

them here and then we blow the bridge.  

Freya: 

They cannot cross water Casey. These huge, endless holes can’t cross the river. By their very nature 

they consume but to be within the water would be to take up all of it and they cannot do it. Their 

weakness is all around us, we can trap them.  

Morrigan: 

That’s why so many people drown. They’re trying to get away from those things. They don’t know 

that once they’re in there they’ll never be able to get out. They run to their deaths. Now people 

will live.  

Casey: 
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You don’t know what you’ve done. Our people cant escape, we cant get out of the hold either, 

Cathedral will keep us all here.  

Freya: 

Yes, we’ll be stuck here too. 

Casey: 

So you’re trapping us in? 

Freya: 

Come on Case. 

Casey: 

Listen, it’s not what you think.  

Freya: 

Look at the facts.  

Casey: 

You lost your mind out there. You lost your mind and your soul and everything you are. My 

Freya would never have wanted or done this, not any of it. You’re a lie of who you were.  

Morrigan: 

We agreed to try this.   

Casey: 

No we didn’t. I didn’t. You both decided without me. I have watched and waited for years like 

she asked me to. I did it. 

Freya: 

Casey. 

Casey: 
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No. I combed through everything they lej. I read every book and scrap of thought but nothing 

told me how to find you, so I waited right here, so that you had a home to come back to. I made 

it safe for you. But the one thing I know and spent my enKre life learning and you’re not fucking 

listening to me.  

Freya: 

I never meant for you to do that. I thought I’d be back.  

Casey: 

But you didn’t come back. You lej me here alone. And I know, I know, we didn’t have to do 

anything, we didn’t have to ring the bells. I know you think you’re fighKng for those lights 

outside and that you’re trying to salvage something out of all of this but I’m sorry, I’m sorry… 

Morrigan: 

You helped me believe Case. The lights were proof. I know it isn’t what you wanted but this is 

how we save those people.  

Casey: 

The lights aren’t real. They’re a trick, moments divided and captured in Kme. Like looking at the 

frames of a film, but scagered, unordered. Just because you have some of the sKlls, it doesn’t 

make the film. The lights out there are people, camp fires and torches, finding their way here 

even though there’s no path to follow and you could miss it by a day. But nobody else is coming. 

They’re already here.  

Morrigan: 

What? 

Casey: 

Every light out there heading towards us, every one of them has already arrived. Because 

everything, even what is real in here, is un-done out there. Both are true at once. 

Freya: 

Listen, Case, maybe you’ve got it wrong- 
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Casey: 

The lights keep travelling towards us because the people are already here and the people are 

already here because the lights are travelling towards us. That’s why things are un-done out 

there.  

Freya: 

No Casey, look -  

Casey: 

It’s simultaneous truth. You are exKnguishing the fire to cook the food you already ate because 

you are hungry. That’s what’s happening out there. No causality. 

Freya: 

Well shit.  

Casey: 

So no, I do not believe there’s any more lights coming. I’ve tracked the same light’s path a 

thousand Kmes, but sKll only one person arrives at Cathedral. The pagerns never make sense, 

but the numbers do. They’re already here with us, they are our people.  

Morrigan: 

No. No no what do you mean? 

Freya: 

You could be wrong.  

Casey: 

Yes I could be. But I know you are. I know what you have done is wrong.  

A THOUSAND VOICES: 

Is there anyone out there / It’s Freya. My Freya / Hold me hold me / You’re back / Please wait / I 

hear you / I can’t believe you’re back / I can’t see you / I’ve missed you / I’m not there. 
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SCENE 3 

REALITY 1/ AGAIN: On the stone slabs of the entrance to the Cathedral. The sound of the river close 

by, relentless. Casey holds the lifeless bag of Freya sRll parRally in a body bag. 

Casey: 

I thought I had a dream, or a different life, where you fell in the river and never got out. I’m sure I 

was wrong. How could you possibly die? 

Morrigan: 

I know it’s hard but -  

Casey: 

You’ll be alright. You’ll be alright. It’s alright. 

Morrigan: 

You can’t sit out here all night. We could put her in the chapel. We lit some candles for her.  

Casey: 

No.  

Morrigan: 

I say we nudge that old Saint over and give her the best spot. Cathedral will keep her safe now. Like 

it has for all of us…Nowhere in the world safer. Freya can be sKll. Her Sanctuary won’t end I 

promise. 

Casey: 

Freya was never sKll, she was brighter than light. She was like my Mam, she fed me, wrapped me 

up when it was cold. Told me stories when I was scared. She promised we’d be safe here. 

Morrigan: 
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And what did she say? 

Casey: 

Cathedral holds. She grants Sanctuary. She was raided and burned, she was broken and built. She 

was a prison for ScoXsh soldiers and a House of God. She was the seat of Princes and Bishops 

ruling their own land. A land of her own. Under her own control. Cathedral holds.  

Morrigan: 

She grants Sanctuary. You used to tell those stories to me when I got here.  

Casey: 

When you were afraid.  

Morrigan: 

Yes. I was afraid. Could hardly believe it was real and that I was safe and that you were with me. 

But you were.  

Casey: 

I wasn’t there for her. I have to do something, I have to try.  

Morrigan: 

This isn’t something you can fix. 

Casey: 

If I could get her to the bridge, maybe she could- 

Morrigan: 

No. You cannot go outside.  

Casey: 

It could un-do. She could come back. 

Morrigan: 
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Or you could both be gone. I think she has been un-done enough. I’ve seen it Case. I’ve seen how 

they wake up in the river every morning and fight the current all day but they never get out. Once 

you die in there - 

Casey: 

I know. I know how she died. She drowned a thousand Kmes before she got here but I have to give 

her a chance. She wasn’t afraid of the river. That’s how she managed to leave. They’d made this 

raj and she sailed it right past the borders waving as she went. 

Morrigan: 

We can’t go out there. 

Casey: 

I have to / 

Morrigan: 

I have seen it. You’re crawling forward 

Casey: 

I have to try / 

Morrigan: 

The river always wins, like it’s fighKng a person who just cannot make up their mind if they’re in or 

they’re out. That’s how I lost them all. My. They lej me on the river bank and they floated away. I 

tried to reach them, someKmes I almost did, but I didn’t and I did and they just kept dying. They all 

just kept dying. Till one morning I wasn’t on the river bank at all. Keep her far away from the river 

Casey, let her be sKll. 

Casey: 

That’s why you get them out. All these people you’ve saved from that.  

Morrigan: 
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I couldn’t save the ones who really magered before it was too late. But I will always watch the river 

and I will always get them out. As soon as they flow into these borders, and they are finally sKll, 

they are mine. I will keep them. You can keep Freya safe now.  

Casey: 

She always kept me safe.  

Morrigan: 

That’s what big sisters do. Right?  

Casey: 

Right. I was younger when she lej.  

Morrigan: 

I think she’s older than you, and she looks hardly 18.  

Casey: 

Maybe she was once. But she isn’t any more. Her face looks just the same. I don’t know what my 

face looks like any more.  

Morrigan: 

You were just a Kid.  

Silence. 

Casey: 

She was 19 when she went, she was an undergrad at the university and Dad taught there. He 

brought us here when it started, figured out what it meant to be in the Cathedral grounds. Even 

figured out how to get out of Kme using the river. 

Morrigan: 

What happened to him? 
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Casey: 

The other early ones wanted a way to fight these shadows they were so afraid of. They wanted 

more weapons, more supplies, and answers, they were scienKsts they were desperate to 

understand. They never came back. Freya looked ajer me for a few years, taught me how to track 

the lights out there, write everything down. Made sure I’d be okay on my own for a while. Then 

she went too, to find the lights. And our Dad. 

Morrigan: 

But, when was that? How long has the world been like this? 

Casey: 

I just didn’t want to scare you. I had waited so long for you I was sure it was Freya coming back. But 

you took a really long Kme. 

Morrigan: 

How long were you alone? 

Casey: 

But I thought the lights were coming, she had promised me they were, so I made this place safe. I 

didn’t want us to be like the early ones, so hell bent on destroying, somehow more greedy because 

there was less. I made sure that when you got here you would be safe, and I burnt every single one 

of those rajs so nobody could ever ever leave me again. And I waited and I waited and I waited 

and waited and waited and finally you came. I saw you coming.  

Morrigan: 

But I’ve only been here a few years. How old are you? 

Casey: 

It might have been forever. I don’t know. 

Morrigan: 

Then I don’t want to know. Come on, we’ve moved bodies before.  

Casey: 
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Just another bag.  

Morrigan: 

Just for now, unKl we’ve got her safe inside. And you can say goodbye properly.  

Casey: 

I just don’t feel like I’ve done enough. 

Morrigan: 

You’re doing the right thing. 

Casey: 

Every choice seems wrong. This world is wrong. I know that now.  

A THOUSAND VOICES: 

Help me / My Freya / Hold me hold me / You’re back / I’m right here / Wait / I can’t believe / I’m 

gone / Missed you / You’re gone. 

SCENE 4 

REALITY 3: In the entrance hall to the Cathedral Casey and Morrigan take off their dirty overalls.  

Casey: 

Bloody hell.  

Morrigan: 

That was a muddy one. 

Casey: 

Well, we got it done.  

Morrigan: 
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Thank you for helping me.  

Casey: 

Have you decided what to do?  

Morrigan: 

I think, we should bring everyone together. We need to discuss what everyone thinks is fair and a 

more equal division of labour. At least if we let them discuss it they might be less bitchy and stop 

stalling what actually needs to be done. It’s all hard graj at the end of the day. 

Casey: 

That’s diplomaKc.  

Morrigan: 

I’m no diplomat, I might need your help to like- 

Casey: 

I can help, don’t worry. Here give me your over-alls, they need a good wash. 

Morrigan: 

Thanks.  

A knock at the Cathedral door. Another knock. 

Casey: 

Is that -  

Freya: 

Sanctuary. Sanctuary.  

Morrigan: 

Someone’s here. 
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Freya: 

Sanctuary.  

Casey and Morrigan go to the door.  

Casey: 

We have to answer it. 

Morrigan: 

Wait careful…Who asks for Sanctuary?  

Another knock. 

Freya: 

Casey.  

Casey: 

No.  

Casey opens the door. A badly wounded young woman hangs from the knocker. It is Freya. 

Casey: 

How can it be you? How? 

Morrigan: 

Who? 

Casey: 

Freya, it’s me. I’ve got you. It’s okay. 

Freya: 

Casey. 

Casey: 
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Oh my god.  

Freya: 

Ligle Case. It is you.  

Morrigan: 

Your Sister? 

Casey: 

Yes. Oh Frey what happened to you? What have they done? 

Freya: 

Ligle Case. You got old.  

Casey: 

I did, you jammy bugger. You are. You’re sKll you.  

Freya: 

Took a while then.  

Casey: 

Took a while. Oh god I can’t believe you’re back. 

Freya: 

How long’s it been Case?  

Casey: 

You’re back now, it’s gonna be okay. 

Freya: 

I found them. All of the lights. All of the voices.  

Casey: 
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Freya… I. I tracked the lights every night. Mapped it all how you showed me to. 

Freya: 

Good girl. 

Casey: 

There’s hundred’s of people here now, just like you said there would be.  

Freya: 

We have to call them all here. I have to bring them here they need our help and they don’t know 

the way.  

Casey: 

The lights, they all arrived here. I’m sorry Frey, they already have.  

Morrigan: 

What? 

Casey: 

The lights are already here.  

Freya: 

No. no no, there’s more. 

Morrigan: 

What are you saying? There’s no more people? 

Casey: 

I -  

Freya: 

No. There’s more. 
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Morrigan: 

How many?  

Freya: 

The night sky on Earth. 

Casey: 

There can’t be.  

Freya: 

I say so. You have to find them. They’re lost and alone. Every sunset is worse, every day there is 

less. They don’t know where to go or who they are any more. They cry out but they never reach 

each other, they’re so alone. They fall in the river and they drown and drown and it doesn’t end. 

Everywhere Shadows and for a moment they look like a friend, like a reflecKon from the past, but 

there is nothing there. Nothing. Just consume. And they are coming.  

Casey: 

You’re safe now, I’ve got you.  

Freya: 

The call of the Cathedral is fading. Her pull is gone and they don’t know where to go. Ring the 

bells. 

Casey: 

What, Dad said to never, he was too scared of -  

Freya: 

I found him.  

Silence.  

Freya: 
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One last task, one thing to do. Go home, ring the bells.  

Casey: 

He’s alive? 

Freya: 

I don’t think so. Not now. 

Casey: 

Where is he? Why didn’t he come back? 

Freya: 

I tried, I swear. But he’s gone. I started hearing his voice telling me I shouldn’t be out here, telling 

me its not what we thought, its not mouldable or liveable it is just chaos. That it all disintegrates 

and the further I went the more Mouths there would be. He told me to turn around, before I 

forget who I am and where I had to go. But I followed him. A suddenly one day there he is standing 

beside me, just as shocked as me. And he starts telling me the words I’d been hearing the whole 

Kme. You shouldn’t be out here Frey, it’s not what we thought, it’s chaos, it disintegrates, turn 

around, forget, go home. And for one, brief silence, I was with him. And then he was gone. That’s 

what it does, the further you go the less Kme you have to hold, mother’s are crying because they 

wake up because their children are gone, and the friends you slept beside have disappeared in the 

dark. Nothing holds. If you’re out there, you’re out there alone.  

Casey: 

But the lights aren’t. But if we ring the bells - 

Morrigan: 

If we ring the bells we’ll be leading these things right to us. 

Freya: 

They’re coming anyway. Bring the people in, show them the way.  

Casey: 
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Careful. Just lie sKll.  

Freya: 

We’ve not got much Kme. Help me up to the Cathedra, you need to see. 

A THOUSAND VOICES: 

I hear you / Is there anyone out there / Help me / It’s Freya. My Freya / I hear you / I hear you / 

please wait / I’m not there / You’re back. 

The Great Bells ring and ring and ring. 

I hear you / I can’t believe you’re back / I’m gone / I’ve missed you / You’re gone. 

SCENE 5 

REALITY 2 / AGAIN: On the balcony of the tallest tower. Just before dawn. A constant growing noise 

that pulls. 

Morrigan: 

All this Kme you just lied to me. 

Casey: 

I couldn’t tell you Morri, you became so sure more people would find us one day. That 

somebody might help us. I had to let everyone believe in the lights.  

Freya: 

If you could only hear them, when you’re out there, there are thousands of them.  

Casey: 

But did you see anyone? Could you actually reach them? 

Freya: 
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No, but -  

Casey: 

Then you heard ghosts, memories, the only people lej alive are inside this Cathedral, safe, like 

Dad said they would be. Like I have kept it safe my whole life. And what do you do? The second 

you’re back when you lej me alone for years. Ajer I’ve grown up alone and terrified of what’s 

out there. I did everything you asked. I counted every single day even though it nearly killed me 

to acknowledge that every day had passed for me when it didn’t for anybody else. I tried to be 

sKll, like everything else, but I just kept flying forward. I did everything you asked.  

Freya: 

I’m sorry I let you down. I never wanted to do that.  

Casey: 

Please. Please. Morrigan, trust me.  

Morrigan: 

Maybe I would. If you’d ever spent a single fucking moment outside. If you had ever felt yourself 

being undone. The food fucking stolen from you stomach, the miles you’ve walked falling back 

under your feet. If you had heard them, like they’re stood right beside you in that very spot but 

there’s nobody there. You think you’ve learnt a lot from your tower princess but you do not. You 

do not know. 

A noise that pulls.  

Freya: 

There’s no Kme lej. They’re here. I promise you. Look at me. Look at me Case, I promise you there 

are more people out there. Millions more lights that you cannot see and a thousand voices you 

cannot hear and we have to give them a fighKng chance because there are limitless possibiliKes. 

What if this is freedom? What if this is what we have always needed? Time ran out, it is clear to 

see the only Kme that sKll exists is inside this Cathedral. But we could live forever out there.  

If we didn’t have to run away any more. If we let go of this one, permanent, immovable spot, and 

make it all, temporary.  
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Morrigan: 

You lied to me… 

Casey: 

Human’s aren’t built like that. We are human because we are temporary, we live only in the 

moments that belong to us. We can’t survive out there. 

Freya: 

Can’t you see that is our future? I survived.  

Casey: 

But you don’t know. You don’t know if those shadow’s are the cause of the problem or just the 

effect. Even Dad didn’t know. 

Morrigan: 

You really are quite a pair. You said -  

Freya: 

No, no, this is beger. I’m sure my theory - 

Morrigan: 

Theory. Have I killed my people for a theory? Have I killed my people and doomed anyone lej out 

there, if god forbid they are sKll out there, to live in that madness? We rang the bells to trap all of 

those things here, we gave ourself up for life in a straight fucking line. Things would be normal. You 

swore you knew. 

Freya: 

It doesn’t mager. That new world is ours. We do not need Kme, Kme kills us.  

A world with no death, no sickness. 

Casey: 

No children. 
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Freya: 

We don’t need more people. Think of what Dad would say, this is for science, for infinite 

possibiliKes.  

Casey: 

It’s not what Mam would say.  

Freya: 

You don’t know what Mam would say, you never knew her.  

Casey: 

You can’t bring her back.  

Freya: 

I know.  

Silence.  

Freya: 

I know I can’t. But I don’t think anybody else should have to die.  

Morrigan: 

They’re dying below us right now. 

Freya: 

Look. The Shadows are coming.  

Morrigan goes to look out over the Cathedral grounds, Freya and Casey join her.  

Casey: 

Is that the Shadows? 
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Freya: 

Walking nightmares. See how they change shape? They’re not just darkness they’re also the light 

around them, that’s the point of no return. All of that light and dust is constantly falling in with the 

gravity and the earth, and see how it shimmers, constantly distorts? 

Casey: 

Time. 

Freya: 

And they can throw it back at you, show you a shape you know, in a Kme you forgot. 

Casey: 

How can anything be so empty, they just go on and on inside? Where’s behind them? 

Freya: 

Right now, it doesn’t exist. 

Morrigan: 

There. Watch what happens when they collide.  

The space suddenly darkens and then quickly returns to its previous state. A crackle in the pull.  

Casey: 

Did they just, are they merging? What is that, what’s happening? 

Morrigan: 

They destroy each other. 

Freya: 

Dad was right, all they do is consume. It’s all they know. They’re black holes.  

Casey: 

But they’re not. They didn’t grow or combine or anything.  
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A crackle in the pull. There are flashes of light as they are fired at from the Cathedral. The sound 

that pulls gives and constricts.  

Freya: 

So one doesn’t add to the mass or power of the other? 

Morrigan: 

My God. You both think you’re so fucking clever. 

Casey: 

Did you know any of this? You who didn’t even think to ask me what I thought. Who explained to 

you what was even fucking happening to the world. You were half dead when you got here 

mourning what you lost in the dark. I saved you.  

Morrigan: 

You have no idea. You’re a joke.  

Casey: 

Me? You think anyone here actually respects you? Or likes you for that mager. You beat everyone 

down.  

Morrigan: 

I keep them in line.  

Casey: 

In line? Who the fuck put you in charge.  

Morrigan: 

You did the moment you didn’t step up. 

A large bang from below and flare of light. Screams from below.  
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Morrigan: 

People now, they are greedy and desperate. If you don’t, measure, hold the line, they over run, 

then it’s all for the fastest and none for the rest.  

Casey: 

So what, it’s kindness? Charity? Those greedy people down there are fighKng for their lives 

because of what you have done. Why do you get to stand up here?  

Morrigan: 

Yes, I rang the bells. And I would take it back but for once in this world, I can’t. And no, I do not feel 

bad, because if it’s not the right thing to do, it’s the only thing to do. The people in here have all 

had their chance, but it isn’t working. 

Casey: 

Stop playing god. 

Silence.  

Casey: 

You think you get to decide who lives and dies? You think you get to say when and where and the 

world will just play along? Well do you know what. It won’t. That’s all I’ve learnt. Nobody is 

supposed to have that power.  

Morrigan: 

Where are you going.  

Casey: 

To fight with my people. As long as I can.  

Morrigan: 

You told me once you had a dream, or a different life?  

Casey: 
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Where you stood over the river and watched the bodies float by.  

Morrigan: 

Is this it? 

Freya: 

Casey wait. 

Freya: 

If I was wrong…  

Morrigan: 

Then so was I.   

Freya: 

I would liked to have known you.  

Freya exits. Morrigan watches the ba#le below her. All the speed quickens, like a fast forward, as 

Morrigan watches the sun break the horizon. The Cathedral trembles and the bells ring and ring.  

Morrigan: 

What have I done?  

Morrigan falls from the tower. 

SCENE 6 

REALITY 3/ AGAIN: On the balcony of the tallest tower. The sun has set and it grows cold. Silence.  

Casey: 

This is madness. You need to be resKng.  
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Freya: 

No. Look. If we ring the Cathedral bells, everyone will hear it. We can call the people home. You’re 

focusing on day to day survival. But what happens next? What happens if you look ahead, what do 

you want.  

Casey: 

Things back to normal. Like before.  

Freya: 

That’s backwards. That’s undoing, that’s how they think, that’s taking away. Look ahead.  

Morrigan: 

But nobody knows what’s ahead. How can we?  

Freya: 

Exactly. Why are you so immobilized? The world ended and sKll the enKre state of feeling is exactly 

the same. Do nothing, sit back and watch the end get closer and closer. Time will be taken away if 

you do not use it.  

Casey: 

What if you’re wrong? 

Freya: 

I promise you. Look at me. Look at me Case, I promise you there are more people out there. 

Millions more lights that you cannot see and a thousand voices you cannot hear and we have to 

give them a fighKng chance because there are limitless possibiliKes for us. We just have to take the 

chance.  

Casey: 

So we call them home. We call them all home. 
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Freya: 
The Shadows will follow, but they cannot cross the river. All you have to do is hold your nerve and 

get as many people across that bridge as possible. And then destroy it. 

Morrigan: 

But the risk. I couldn’t do it -  

Freya: 

I’d do it. I’d do it again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again. 

(Freya fades) 

UnKl somebody does something. Help them. 

Casey: 

Freya.  

Freya: 

Don’t touch me.  

Morrigan pulls Casey back. They see that Freya is beginning to disappear, parts of her becoming 

dark and other’s clear. A noise within her pulls.  

Casey: 

What’s happening?  

Morrigan: 

They got you?  

Freya: 

Yes they got me. Finally. / Do as I ask. Ring the bells.  

Casey: 

Don’t go. Please don’t go. 
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Freya: 

You’ll be alright.  

Casey: 

No.  

Freya: 

You’ll be alright. You’ll be alright. It’s alright.  

The light and the dark over take Freya unRl she disappears enRrely. The sound that pulls peaks and 

stops. 

Casey stands holding the blanket the Freya was wrapped in. Casey goes to leave. 

Morrigan: 

It’s Kme. 

Casey: 

Yes. Thank you.  

Morrigan leaves.  

A THOUSAND VOICES: (beginning faint then swelling louder) 

I hear you / Is there anyone out there / Help me / I hear you / I’m right here / 

Casey:  

I hear you. 

A THOUSAND VOICES: (beginning faint then swelling louder) 

Hold me hold me / I can’t see you / I hear you / wait / I hear you / please don’t go / I’m not there / 

I hear you 

Casey:  

/ I hear you. I heard you in a dream, or a different life, where I lived alone forever and all the lights 

went out. Can you hear me? Can you hear me? 
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Silence. Silence. Then the great bells ring and ring and ring.  

End. 

Thank you for listening to Ma#erhorn by Amy Rhianne Milton. 
  
It was directed by Debbie Hannan and performed by Helen Katamba, Laura Lovemore, and Karen 
Fishwick, with sound design by Kim Moore and sound engineering by Richard Bell. 

This year’s Breakfast Plays were generously supported by the Noel Coward FoundaKon and the 
Turtleton Charitable Trust. If you’d like to support our work with new writers year-round, please go 
to traverse.co.uk/support-us. Every donaKon makes a huge difference. 

And if you enjoyed this, there are four more plays in the series available. You can also check out 
more of our work on our website. Thanks for listening. 

[AUDIO ENDS]
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